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Seven Days
a Mazeppa

Byron’s Strange Poem Finds

a Repetition in Real
Life To-day,

Two Indian Fiends in
Washington.

‘Maltreated and Bound” to Her Pony's

Back an Entire
Week,

SAVED FROM DEATH BY A SQUAW.

Her Assailants, Captured After a Long

Chase, Narrowly Escaps the Venge-
ance of a Frenzied
Mob.

Bpokane, Wash., Jan. 4.—The legend of
Muzeppa has found a parallel In the San

Poll country, this ‘State. The vletim, a

Awelyeyearold girl, tells a story of tor-
ture, the hideous detallg of which have set
the State shuddering, Her assallants, two
Indians, sre in prison, and thelr llves
were preserved only by the most deter-
‘miined bravery on the part of the offl-
cers who took them Into custody. The pen-
alty for their crime Is death. *

Litile Mary Freelon is the child of James
Treelon, & white man, and the daughter of
Kii-ma-tel-hlah, the nged ehlef of the
Ban Pyl tribe of Indians, She lves In
the San Poll Valley, near the mouth of
the river of that nome. While she was rid-
ing through & deep ravine some days
ago two Indianns, TPuck-el-petsy and Chu-
nu-washet, sprang from the bushes that
lsed the trall, seized her pony's bridle-and
her gun and ordered her to dismount,

Serenming with terror, she struck the
rufliang with her whip, but thes only
laughed and dragged her from her pony.
After forcing her to submit to thew, thoy
bound her hands and feet and threw her
neross the back of her pony. This done they
mounted thelr horses, and leading the
pony bearing the gasplong and holf-dead
child, rode over stesp mountalng and
thrﬁugh forests, unbroken eave for faint
trills.

At each camping place there was n repe-
titfon of the torture first Inflioted upon the
chlld, while doring the day's travel she
was tled fo her pony, her head hanging
down one side, her feet the other. Five
days passed In thls way. At the end of
that time the two fiends hecnme aware
they were belng pursved, and strapping
the girl's half-nude form lengthwise on the
pony. drove the pony from them. For
severnl mllés they followed the anlmal
bearing the child, vrging It at full speed.
Then they abandoned both and sought
gafety from the aveugers they belleved
near at hand,

Ior two days the pony with s helpless
hurden wandered through forest and over
mountaln.  Little Mary had previeusly re-
fused the food ber captors lnd offered her,
go. from: shecr weakness shoe wuag In o
half-comatose condition durlng her Mazep-
pii-llke experience,

The second day after the child’s aban-
donment by the two rafBans an, Indian wo-
muy digeovered the pony and 1ts burden,
Ttelegsing. the child from her fenrful posi-
tion, tHe woman enreled her to her ' wigs
wam two miles distant, and after a lohg
effort sugceeded in restoring ber to con-
gelonsness; | At this wigwam, two days
later, meveral menibers of the party that
had  started In pursult ¢f her captors
found ler. They took her to the home of
her grandfuther, the Ban  Poll  chief,
where, deésplte sturvation and the tea:*t'ui
tortures she had  endured, health and
gtréngth slowly returned.

Mary's futher la dead and, wilth her
mother, she made her grandfather's home
ber own, When she falled to return home
ihie day of her digappearnnce, her relatives
Loguired at Perelval's, n nelghboring mining
ednip,.  There they learnsd  the two In-
dians who kidnapped her had been seen in
the vielnlty of flie place where the ehlid
was known to have gone. Willinm No-

A Child Frightfully Tortured by

The day fol].rming‘ lttle Mars was faken
hefore the United Stutes Commlssloner at
Wilbher, where she told hey story of bra-
tiality and horror. When!she gove the de-
tallg of the torture to which she had heen
foreed to subwmlt, 1t Lecame necessary to

lace a strong goard ahout the prisoners

o prevent the spectators dengging them
outside the court reom and Iynehing them,
At the completion of the preliminiry ex-
armination the prisouers were brought here
for safe keeplng, as they would never have
Hved throug! lile night hnd they remalned
at Wilber.

are concerned, is the singular affection en-
tertained by I'uck-cl-Petsey, the more bru-
tal of the two, for his brother. fter be-
ing brought here he made a confedsion ad-
mitting his own gullt, but declaring that
his brother is innccent, The chances are
excellent, however, for a double execution
in Washington before many months.

Leeches as Wenther Prophets,
[Naturs,]

Tha medleinal lesch is still left on the list of
woathar prophets, though he bas no donbt had
hia powers exaggerated, aml twoo books lave
been written anbout his behavior durlng ehanges

of wedther, One i3 by Mrs. Woollama, who,
during 4 long Hlness watched a leech In a
Bottle, ond earefully noted what it did, and the
other 1w by o gentlemnn ant Whithy, whit onmao
to the conclusion that the leeches could be maide
to give nudible and useful storm wnrnlngs., So
b eoutrlved an instrument, No one would lm-
aglie from its appearnnce what 1t8 s econld be.
It consisted of twalve gisks battles, each cons
tuining o lesch th waler, nnd arrenged 1p e
cirele, In order, as the huomuane inventor Etnles,
that the leoches niight see eaeh other and nos
endure the inflletion of guite solltary confine-
ment—this rather reminds us of Izaak Walton,
who told his pupll {fo put’ the hook lnto the
worm ‘temderly, as if he loved 1t."" In each bot-
tle was n metal tube of 4 partleuler furm, which
wis mudo somowbat diffienlt for a lesch to
enter, but loto whith It would eéndeavor some-
how to creen before o thundévstorm, aceording
ure.
w]_;n:am{: t\hnn was a small plece of whalebone,
to which u gllt ¢hain was attached, and so or-
ranged, on the mouge-1eap pringiple, that when

the whalebots waus moved o bell st the top of

A surpriging fdet, so far 38 the prisoners

An Empgror’s
Son a Waiter.

Kaiser Wilhelm's Natural Brother
Works in an Obscure East
Side Eating House.

Carl Baron von Rex Is the Issue
of the Late Emperor
Frederick

HIS MOTHER A LADY OF THE COURT.

The Baron Had a Romantic and Gallant
Career Until His Reputed Father
Died, When His Luck Changed
and Hardship Followed.

In an obsecure eating house down n
gqunlid stteet on the Kast SBide, employed
in the lowly occupation of walter and gen-
eral helper, Is oue through whose velns
there flows the blood of un'Empemr. nnd
whose checkered carcer is remarknble even
in that gquarter of bilighted hopes gnid
broken lives,

It hus been sald that It would be Im-
possible to throw a stome on lower Second
avenue withoot striking a nobleman, and
gome wags have gone so far #s to declare

that if one were to stand in the middle of

#hips had been tuken by surprise, and,
withdrawing Trom their bivoune, fell bavk
to the bench In order to get undor cover of
the Gerinan guns, A waelpe (611 deriousiy
wounded by an assegal, and under the
heavy flre of spears, ol the large body of
the enemy advancihg, It loaked asz though
the unfortunate man would be left to a
horrible fate. Toking bis own lHfe In his
hands. Lieutenant von Tex ran te the
wounded mnn's slde, and, raising him vpon
his stnlwart shonlders, carried him safely
to the beach. Unider the shower of deadly
weapons Baron von Rex recelved two palu-
ful wounds from heuvy spears.

Althoungh sutfering severely, be remalned
at hls post for two years, during all of
which time he was in the hands of the
ship’s surgeons. In 1886 his ship returned
1o o German port, and upon remching Ber-
lin the Baron learned that he had been in
vallded and retired upon a pension us In-
curdble

Muony soff hearts were set fluttering by
the handsome young sallor who had made
himself famous by his exploits in Africa,
and it was not long Lefore the Baron took
the first false glep which commenced bis
downward carcer. In an altercation with
an oflfter over the falr name of 4 certiln
young woman  the offlcer slapped the
Baron's face. Insignd of demanding satis-
factlon on the fleld of honor. Haron von
Rex then and there goundly thrashed tho
offteet. The lurter wos in the Lmperial
Guanrd, and o Graf ta boot. Such a helnous
offence aguinst the lows of German chiv-
alry ecould not be overlooked.

The Barvon received o very pollte Inth
matipn that he Wwas no lpnger personn
grata at the Court, or, lu fuet, at the cupl-
tonl

Carl von Rex declded to shake the dust
of Germauy from off his feet, nnd, accoun-
panded by the Vicomte de Salignne-Fene-
lon, he plunged Into the heart of Afrien
In senroh of dlamonds, At the time the
newspapers noted the fact that neither the
Baron nor the Vicomie knew the differ-
ence betwoen a dlamond snod o decanter
stopper. “They found no dismonds, and
gpon gave up the search to dovote thelr
time to hunting. Harly In 1889 they re-
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¢ They followed the horse, urging the animal on and on.”

P

the apparatus woas rung by means of the chain,
There was twelve leeches, so that every chnnce
wud given that one, ot loast, wonld soumd a

storm slgnal, The nuthor eslled this upparatus
thn “tumpaltrpmxncntluntor,“ a nome which he

The Two Indian Fiends.

' (From a photogra

—~

ph taken in Jall)

L, an Indlan Interpreter and ox-United |preferred—and 1 think we shdll sgree with him

Btatey marshal, orgunlzed o posse and start-
o o the frail Dividing Into  severul
grodps, one of which discovered Marvy, the
iwiembers of the posse scoured the country
thoroughly, Williim Nolan and his brother
wilexpeetedly encountered the fugltives and,

Lefore they reallzed the fact, were gazing |

fto the muzeles of the two Winchester
rifies. They were foreed to turn back by
the desperadoes, who assured them they
would never be enptured alive.
_ Several days Iater, however, the fugltives
were located st the mouth of Spokdane River
at the hut of Ohief Kaluskiu, and o Inrge
ospe of Indlans and oflicers surrounted
them. In spite of their bold deflance of
a few days beforg, the ruffians surrendered
withont realstunce, After the capture there
svus well nigh a battle between the officers
and Indigng to prevent the lnt_!gs‘ shoot-
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—to that of ntmespheric eloctrie telemaph con-
nctod by animal Instioet.  Hp wont on' to siopte
i hiz lttle book that he conld, If requived,
make n sihall leech rlog the grent bell of Ht.
Panl's, in London, as a slgnal of do approach-
fog storm. The hoolk is writton in all serious-
ness, ond a number of letters are appeaded from
gentlomen wlho certify that corréef atmospheric
indicutlons wers st viclons times glven by the
léeches.  The name of the inventor of thig in-
genlous contrivinee was Dr, Merrywenther—him-
sell o learned leoch A 3y
-t

Comfort for the Minority.
[CQinclanatl Bnguirer,]

What will be thought of the mujority In the
new Comgress 1f 1t does mot propose . practical

pliin of finence fn epposition to the one on which

| thie Repubilean leaders huve heaped g0 muoh
nlinse? There In o great deal more fun o) beis
IneThe mibiria AR ia' Baviog the ot
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the street and shout “Herr Baren!" every
other house would produce one or two
clpfrianta to that title, Bot royualty Is
rare, even among the flotsam gnd jJetsaim
of Buropean sgoelely east up In Second
avenue. And Carl Biaron von Rex, desplte
his humble calling, 18 In manner and bear-
Ing every inch a king.

The story of the exiled Baron's life 18
familiar to every habltue of the eafes and
restaurants which abound In the dlstelet,
and Carl Baron von Rex has*come to be
ane of the establishéd Insiftations of that
portlon of Secomd avenue known among
ita denlzens as Gounlash avenue.

In the discharge of his dutles as @

‘knight of the gerviette in Waller's res-

taurant, No. 108 Third street—a very mod-
esl establisbment, where a specialty  Is
made of twenty-five eent meals—Cprl
Baron von Rex doos mot flout his toblé
birth In the face of the patrons of the
homse. Second avenue looks down upon
the gide streets, with tlefr toénement
honses, and a resldent of the avenue would
lose custe were he to be seen In any of
the cafes other than those patronized Ty
hls elags, So it 1s that within o few yards
of the maln thoroughfare the Baron' plles
hle vocation without fear of mesfing his
quondam friends, and the guests of the
house haye uever had nny idea that the
waiter of qulet demeanor was really a
half brother to the Kwperor William I.(’: of
Germany.

The Baron Is as modest and retiving as
befits o tun of high degree who s Tatlen
uPon evil times. He Dlames no ope for
hiz downfall, but clulms thot his birth has
beg.n the eanse of his misfortines.

Cirl Buron von Rex wun horn In Beriin
In 1860. His mother was Rllza Freinn
von Rex—a fltle eqoivalent to thdt of
Countess. ‘The Countess was a hof dame,
or lady.in wmﬂu%vrn thie Tiupress Augusts
ot the Coprt of William I. The birth of
Carl wad surrounded with' great secrecy.
Hig mother, a ludy of nobls bivth, de-
scended from a long Hne of warclors andd
stanch royallsig, was steretly  conveved
away from the royal Court when her del-
cate condltlon was discovered, und she
spent some time in one of the ropal ve-
trears. . Thete Cael was born,

The Countess looked after ler son until
be wits old enpugh to be sent to school,
and then returned o her place at Court.
While the tongues of the HORBIpE W sel
wigsing luside the palioe, no romop ever
rexched the outside world, Carl grew ap
at collage gnorant of the clrenmstunces
of his birth. . He bad been led 1o believe
that his father hod dled when Cnrel was
In his Infancy, and this story was ac-
ctepred ‘wherever e went,

When Carl yeached the age of sixtesn he
was appolnted o eadet In the erman
navy. e was assigned to the crack war-
alilp, the Bismarck, and it was then known
that powoerful fnfluonces were worklog In
hig behalf,. The Baron von Rex served his
country with digtinotlon for eleven yenrs
and was steadily promatod over the houds
of others grown gray In the serviee, Fifgl-
Iy he obthlped the rank of dick olticer,
and about that time the Influency that he
bl possessed wis no longer exerted In
his behalf. 8o, instend of n Fﬂ)’ life in
gome home seaport town or in 4 home
aquadron, the Baron contlnued In aective
serviee nbrond, and - the years 1983 and
1884 saw Blm Inthe thick of the savage
warfare then firat commencel hotw (igr-
man troops and the Afrlean teibes of the
Hust Const. 4

The Baron soon established l} reputation
for reckless bhravery nmong his fellows, and
for foolhardy daring in the German Wer
Office. When, at the battle of the Cam-
eroong, the little German foroe was threat-
ened with annlhilation, Flrst Licutenant

| Von Rex saved the day, and rapulsed the

snvages, At the batlle of Angra Pegnena.
in 1&1‘. he B i d ;

!
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@anpibalism
in [T\exico.

and Eat Three
American Pros-

Indians  Kill

The Murder and Feast Witnessed by
an Employe of the

OFFICERS CAPTURE THE CRIMINALS,

They Admit Their Crime, Declaring They
Were Driven to It by Starvation,
Say They Relish Human

Deming, N. M., Jan. 4.—The existance of
cannibali=m among Mexlenn Indians has
long been suspected, but authentic evidence

/ARy Faewo

traced thelr steps to Burope. On arrival
In Parls the pale cut a wide swath In the
gliddiest ecircles of that eapltal, aml soon
estalilished an unenyiable reputation in the
Faubourg Bt. Germain.

Abput this time the Baron was sum-
moned te the bedside of his mother, who
had been alling for some timp previously,
Tpon reaching the town of tatkown,
Province of Posen, Prossia, he found his
mother breathing her last. She had sent
for her son to mike a confession. With
ber dying breath she told him that he,
Carl, wna really the son of the Emperor
Fredoerick, and therefore a half-brother of
{he present Emperor Willlam 11

Having squandered everything but his
monthly penslon of 180 marks (about £48),
the Baron returned to Parls, and, boeom-
Ing involved in a scandal, be hastily de-
purted for Amerlca. Soon after his arrivil
Rem fo 1808, his wounds broke out afresh,
and after suffering Intensely he went to
St. Francis' Hospital, where he under-
went an operdtion,

He agnin got into irouble In the early
part of last year, when he eloped with a
young lady from Brooklyn. The case cre-
fited a sensution from the fact that no one
wng nble to trace hilg antecedents. Boon
afterward an uncle sent him some money,
with which 'he opened n eolles-lonse nt
No. 214 AVen street, But fate still por-
sued him., and after four days In business
the place wos ralded by the police, and
the coflee house wns elosed

Now, shorn of nll his glory, the Baron
{nkes @ leen plonsure in relating, in de-
tall, all the Imeldents 1o Hls 1fe, :itempt-
ing to concenl nothing. He big docdments
in plenty, bearlng out most of his state-
ments. X y

In manners and genceral appearance he
bears 4 striking resemblanee to Emperor
Witham 1T, He iz wall, well built, and
has the long, tewny mogtache which Is
the striking feature of the present Em-
P ror.

Decaidence of Virginin Cookery.
[Lypehibarg News.]

It is o cnrious  fact that even in Vieginla,
whose fomnders and gront mon snd women of a
hundred years ego worn mised moktly on cort
bremd, thot deliclous dish bus been of Inte years
tn great part dizeapded from one (ables to miake
way for whent bresd. Another corlous fact
ulso—hnd 1t f= n fact—ie thot neither the cooks
of the present day make ng good bread por
the mills ‘grind &8 good meul or flour ag they
dld dn the past. The old Vieginia cooks have
in grent port died out snd n sorry ot howve

of the ceronls too exceediogly fine to leave
thelr putritions eléments Lo the bread.

Wanted n Silce of It.
[Washington Post,]

One of the Western Congressmen recefved a
letter from ohe of his copstituents the other
day, with & request to furnish blm with Infor-
mintlop nliout the Monroe docirine, ;

Al the d— fools In thls town are tulking
ahout the Manrpe doetrine,” wriote the eorre-
spondent, ‘‘and nobody koows what It 1s, I
don't koow myself, but if the Government fis
giving It mway, sem) me what you ean.'

Criticism of Manners,
{San Franelsco Atgannnt.)

A lender of the House, who it one tims held
the oftick of Prime Minlster, was noted for lis
(inflolent, gentle munner and the mft deawl with
which he sent stngiig sarcasms home to his
"pponenLs. Dnm;t ‘h‘ mmw;mt vitinis,

wvor, deilt i ng blow. nplafne
%’“ : le member had

the Baron distiogy himself by
& "- the miost I
several acts m’ﬁfmi - Inﬁ@fa_a_

veril acts o He i
belng the Tes o
o RE L M o et

o

that the supposition I8 correct bhas just
reachied this elty through My, John Mar-
tin, an American prospector, whose truth-
fulness 1s beyond questlon,

The victlgis In this Instance were three
Amerleans—Frank Willlams, John Hether-
ington and James Taylor—prospecting In the
gold flelds in the State of Sonora, ahout
three hundred miles south of Hermosillo,
The cannibils are five Sudl savages, mem-
bers of a tribe very like the Yaquis. It
sepms there has been § scarcity of food for
some tlme among the Badis, and, ln fact,
the tribe was practically broken up Into
smunll foraging parties, who have preyed

Breh a thing as danger from the Sadis
has not been Imaglned by the prospectors
working through the region where fhe can-
nibulism took place, The only trouble the
prospectors encountergd with the Indians
was thelr Inveterate |.hlnvurz;.

Jose Conjillo, & Mexlcan boy In the ¢m-
ploy of the three Amerleans who fell vle-
time to the Sadls, witnessed the cannibal-
ism, Ile had been sent by hls employers
with A message to 4 #mall party of pros-
poectors, severa] mlleg distant, and reached
the c¢amp on his return just as the assanlt
was made. The story he tells was eorrol-
omted by the flve cannibals after thelr
capture,

ose’s story, as relnted by Mr. Martin,
18 to the effect that the three Amerlcans
were preparving supper, when the BSuodis
approached and evidently ssked for food.
What conversation took place the boy enn-
not tell; a3 he was not within suificlent
dlatance of the party to understand., He
sald thot the leader of the Sadis talked
to Hetherington, who kept shaking hls
head. The other two—Tuylor and WIll-
lame—were paying no attention to the In-
dlapns. Buddenly, and ppparently at a sig-
nal from thelr Jeader, the Badls threw
thomselves upon the prospectors, aud af-
ter n fierce struggle overpowered them.
Tayler and Willlams, the boy thinks, Were
killed during the fight, but Hetherington
was only stuined by a blow from a club
in the hands of one of the Indlans, The
Sadis  Dbounil him securely, but left the
bodles of the other prospectors where they
bad fallen.

Then the Sadls held a consultatlon, after
whleh two of them approached Hether-
lngton, who by this time had recoverwl
consdlousness. He was the lorgest ahd
stoutest member of the party. I't’uklng up
on axe, which belonged to the prospectors,
one of the Indians struck Hetherington on
the head repentedly, Then the savages
removed the clothing from the body and, to
the watchlng boy’s horror, cut k& up fnto
sectlons, The fire the prospectors had
started was forced Into a brisk biaze wnd
& portlon of Hetherlngton's body placed
in front of It on a forked stlok.

Afruld to move, the boy Jose Iay still
and watchéd the Indians,  Presently he
saw them relleve the forked stick of s
burden ppd devonr the, human flesh with
wanifest rellsh.  This process the Sadis
continued untll they had apparently gorged
themselves,

Blekened by what he saw, the boy man-
uged to make hig way In safety from
the pilace to the camp of the prospectors,
to whom be bad been sent by lls mur-
dered employers. Thers were only two of
these, however, and, afrald to attack the
cannibals, they tled toward Hermoslilo,
Almost simultaneously with their arcival
at Hermoslllo, some friendly Yaqul In-
dians cime In with the informption that
the eannibals hag! returned to thelr tribe,
earrying with them such of the eooked
human flesh as they had been unabie to
eat themselves, his they distribuoted
among members of the tribe nt the gen-
eral camping ground, and a canniballstle
feast Tollowed,

The nuthoritles of Hermosillo at dnce
sent out a party of officers to arrest the
cannibals, and after a pursuit of several
woeka they were eaptured in thelr mountaln
home. They freely admitted thelr gullt,
hut sald they were starving and killed and
afe the Americang to save themselves from
death. They dld not express the slightest
regrst f-- ““elr gctlon or aversion to their
horrlbie = ust, vowing, In fuet, that they
relished o+ npan flesh and it was not the
first time they had eaten IL.

With the eéxceptlon of the names of the
unfortunnte prospectors, furnished Ly thelr
boy, nothing I8 known concernlng them.
Jose was employed by them in Hermosillo,
apd he asld they never told him anything

ut themselves. From what they gald,
owever, to ane another,. he thought they
had been In Colerado. ‘The Indians whe
murdered them destroyed cvery clew to
thelir ldentity.

Recrentions of a “Society GQueen.™
[Wichits Dispatch to Chlengo Tribune.]

Mrs. J. Bam Brown, wife of o nationn! banker;
Mrs. Hamilp, wifo of & merchant, nnd Miss
Laurn Blineos, priocipa]l of one of the pablle
pchools, boantered each other to take n ridn in
the “‘hurry'’ wigon from the Tnim Pejot to the
¢ty infl through the main theoughfare of the

clty with a pollcemuan.  Mr, Brown, the husband,

not only eonsonted, but secured the wagon from

the  Chief of DPolice.. The thing wus uskonwyn

to the public, and n=s the wagon dashed throngh

the street with Mee, Drawn, who ls a sotjery

gueen, it eaused a great sensation. TFlve hun.
peaple fullowsd them to the Jall,

Woes of n Quict Town.
[Philudelphin. Ledger.]

City Couoells should defost the oriinance at
present under conslderntlon permitting the keep-
inz of plgs within the olty Hmits, After much
dimicolty the Board of Health has snceended in
vitiling the clty of this nulsanee, and it wopld
be o bad step beckwand to allow It o return.
The eequest for {he passige of the ordinpnes
comes  from  the First Wanl where the jple
question has become & politiesl lssoe, and it i
1 o that the vots of thres or fotir precioets
W be swayerd nt the Kimarlr: according to
the nititude of thy candidutes oo the subjeer of
the return of the plei.

Cnn Temper Copper.
[Detroit THspateh to Chicago Times-Iferald.]
B, Q. Salter, of this city, has discovered the
lost art of tempering copper so that the: metol
muy be utilized in place of steel for muny por-
poses where corrosion puts steel at a disadvan-

tage., He bas made both flat aod colled springs
of great eLustlcll{. hns made good kiife blides
and, best of all. I8 uble to weld the metn
ftself and weld it to irom or stecl. Mr, Salter
gays his proceas glves pue copper all the qual-
ltles which it poBsosses when the seciet 1im.
cris of tempering Is employed. Trolley wheols
made from tempercd copper have outworn mev-
ernl sets of wheels made In the n]g Wiy,

Ballad of the Moon.
rSistersville (W. Va.) Review.]
I stood on the bridge at midnight,
Af full as & son M: m:
Two moons rose T th
Wh:]re there ghould have Ieax bt ope,
Merely an Inference.
shre you engaged to Miss Monerbunk?"
1 hope s0.'
“0m v‘rnhnt groonds T’
“FHear father asked me how I ctod to live
inetead of if 1 wus prepared to die.” Detrolt

Freo FPress,

Serpents as
Firebrands

Devilish Ingenuity of Some
Fiends in Human
Shape.

Fearful Use to Which Cuban*

-~ Insurgents Put

Them.

Dipped in Petroleum, Lighted and
Thrown into Cane
Fields. -

b

FORM-MOVING STREAKS OF FIRES

A Mighty Conflagration Inaugurated in'
a Sheort Space of Time.

How the Reptiles Ara .

Captured.

It has been left to the Copban insurgents 3
to Introdoce obe of the most novel methods :[
of destruetlon yet known, that of the em- i 4
ployment of sngkes to fire the sugar cana }
fields. Tt Is a genernlly accepted bellef .
thay all things are crested for o definite 5
and. npeoessaty purpose, but this I8 .
first time the snake hus been brought ta
# practical basis of usefulness, .

The recent march of Genernl Gomez's 14
troops throngh the sugar district was for J
the avowed purpoge of destroying the plans r
tations, and well has the parpose bosm J
achleved. Perhups, however, if It had not :
been for the Ingenulty of his men, he v
might not have done-so well.

Snakes are very plenty in Cuba. but . _i
none more S0 than the wvarleties Enown 3
as the maja and jubo., These the lnsurs J

gents would cuatch by the hundred. Not
belug polsonous snnkes ot 4ll, the effork s
was not frought with danger to the sg)-
diers,

The manuer in which these wholésala
reptile captures were made {8 pecullar.
The men would divide lnto sgquads, and
form something like skirmish lines. only
In closer onder. These lnes would slowly
ndvance, beating busiies and ground as s
they progressed. As fast a9 one of
the sunkes was discovered, nm soldlep !
wonld cleverly capture It and throw ~
It into & sack he carried for the purpose. F
This hunt would be kept up until a soffls b
clent number of snakes hiad bees sepured. .
Then the men wotlld return th camp, de= ¢
positing thelr wriggling estch In n safe "
place, where the suukes remalned antld
wﬁnrci’[‘.l. ¢ A ) iy

the Intention wag to nse the snekes

al onee, and this wae geoerully tlmmm.
the Insurgents would Jiip them In erude: E
petroloum grogge, cuns of which bad n o
secured for the purposs; set them on'fire

i T A

aiidl then release them In the eane Selds
To fully appreciate the effect of this) Ie
lie. necessury to coushler the fact that'
at this time of year dry leaves vover uu-,--;i o Y
grouny! in the ciane flelds to the dopth of
severnd oef, and these Jeaves are ondlpghrd-

Iy as dry s tinder, iy f
The blaslag snakes, s soon ns meleased,.
would make thely way as mpidly as pos=!

sible amld these leaves, towsrd the een- -
tre of the planfetion. Ieaving n trail 1N »
fire Id thelr yake. Imnglne o hundn 1‘
of these peptiles th-own almost simulsd
IHNEOLHY VIBLYT “Na . Yl R et e
ton, apd the havoc they svonld tawseps
ten better be Imagined thin deserlbed, 0
Bagh of these sonkes, which wot ma |
firssands, will, ynder ordinary elreym- -
sthnees, crnwl o distance of several hun-
dredt feet before elther ridding themselvea
of the fire or belng roasted to death. If
can_easlly he seen that n hund )
of fire, ench pasdlng 200 feet through m
substance like tinder. can cnuse 8 colis|
flugrarion of almwost limitless extent. -
f oonrge, the intensity of the heat fo ]
the petrolemm-covered and binzing saaked &
Is such ps to cuuse It 1o falr shoat |
through the cane, the stalks of wileh BTl 4
ag Intimminable ax the leaves beneath. Ags
cordingly, cich spake leaves behingd hjw:i g
a4 shect of flame thet spreads n‘li.tt R
rulluu]u mphlilty[ h‘I‘}u_- 1..‘111.;&.; itself is ﬂg o
of juice anmd alcabol at this ﬁ.‘% a¥

burns ke a torch or pine shavl

A

could Campos's men do agalnst a firel =
startedd In this fashlon? Tt would be like
attemipting to stem XNlagarn- A ey
If the Spanish troops should reach the'
viclalty of onc of these mammoth canel o
fires, they would be inclined to think at U
battle whas golng on, for, as the cane bhurns. o
fiercely, there is a roarving and m' E
that, even to the tralned ear, would {3
like the rattle of musketry. This phem-_ ALt
ennn Is cnused by the nimost Instsnt geds
eration of gas from the cane by the ity
which cnuses the cane to burst, Fige
Another pecullar fenture of fire in the
cane field = that the nature of the onne|.
ts such that there is nothing shout It ) .
will not feed the Gumes, and the longer It
burns the flercer the heat Decomes, LT
gap from sugar cane, exndes, bolls and Is
gonverted hy the heat into alcokiol, Nag-!
urilly. the alcohol only adds fresh foel to
the'!{nmvﬂ. and the result fs that the fire
conflnues untll there lsu’t a stick of eane!
left in the field, 2 hm
$o it will be seen that, uniike the ma~ =
chete, the sunke in the hands of the Coban|
insurgent is & most formidable wespon.:
With It he can accomplish more ruln in ;!
few moments than time and money éai re-
piir in many years. iel
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upon everrthing possible to obtaln food,

taken their plices, and the new mills grind both
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